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INDIAN DESIGNERS WIN SUPREME AT  
MONTANA WORLD OF WEARABLEART™ AWARDS SHOW 

 

‘Loops’ designed by Indian first time entrants Yogesh Chaudhary and Manas Barve won 
the Montana WOW® Supreme Award in Wellington. UK designer Richelle Dynae Rudeen 
won her section with her delightful circus themed piece ‘The Ring Mistress’. 
 
The 22nd Montana WOW® Awards Show mesmerized its audience in Wellington.  The show was 
an opulent explosion of creativity with haunting music, an eruption of geysers, a floating 
book that became a castle, a circus tent rimmed with olde world circus lights, an acrobatic 
troupe, self illuminating tron suits and a high energy Carmen Miranda finale inspired display 
of colour, music and dancing that brought the audience to its feet. 
 
“World of WearableArt™ is a serious art form – the combination of the creativity of the 
garments with the dramatic choreography of the show was mesmerizing and magical.  It was 
a powerful ride – I was taken away on a wonderful emotive journey - it was terrific” says 
WOW® judge and New Zealand Kinetic Sculptor Phil Price. 
 
The Supreme Montana WOW® Award winner went to first time entrants Yogesh Chaudhary 
and Manas Barve for their garment Loops, which also took out the American Express Open 
Section.  Loops was created using the revolutionary technique of seamless knitting, and 
conceptualizes a self-sufficient form of sustainable design. The merino wool felt garment is 
entirely free of threads and glues, instead using interlacing to link the panels, Chaudhary says 
“Loops is a garment which demonstrates an organic sense of wholeness.”  
 
“It was an extremely complete work that has been taken right through from conception to 
reality so singularly strong and such a unique piece of wearable art”  Phil said of the supreme 
award winning garment.  
 
A total of 191 garments from around the world graced the stage including 130 local entries 
and 61 international entries from Germany, Australia, China, Hong Kong, India, Netherlands, 
United Kingdom, Mexico, Sri Lanka, and USA.     
 
Record numbers of exquisite works of art adorned the stage this year.  “We were delighted to 
see many international entries, but just as exciting and inspiring, was seeing winning entries 
from both new and loyal designers from New Zealand,” says Suzie Moncrieff, WOW® Founder 
and Director.      
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UK student costume designer Richelle Dynae Rudeen puts her own fears into her garment The 
Ring Mistress, which was winner in the Tourism New Zealand Avant Garde Section and 
played on the dramatic peril of the circus. Afflicted with a lack of depth perception as a 
youngster, Rudeen remembers the sheer exhilaration of the death-defying stunts and 
spectacles she saw under the big top and how the whole experience excited and terrified her 
at the same time. Bringing elements like gleaming red latex and a whip add to the design and 
speaks of the danger in the circus inspiration, while the upper corset resembles the cage over 
the world of wonder within the circus. “This playful dominating tension, restrained and 
exposed, draws connections between the twisted world of the circus and the twisted 
expectations of women in society.”  

The effort and inspiration that goes into the incredible garments that make it to the final 
stage of the Montana WOW® Awards is the backbone of the event.  

WOW® then creatively weaves these painstakingly crafted garments of a world’s worth of 
designers’ dreams and epiphanies into an eleven show season which opened on 23 September. 
This choreographed dramatic live performance is seen by an audience of more than 43,000 
people in Wellington, New Zealand’s creative capital and the ultimate place to tell the global 
story of the weird and wonderful World of WearableArt™.   

Joining WOW® Founder Suzie Moncrieff on the judging panel this year is New Zealand kinetic 
sculptor Phil Price, and former fashion designer Doris de Pont who is synonymous with the 
New Zealand fashion scene.   Sir Richard Taylor of Weta awarded the highly coveted Weta 
Award and judge of the Wellington International Award was New Zealander Mark D’Arcy who 
now lives in New York.  

Highlights from the 2010 Montana WOW® Awards Show story so far… 

• The 191 garments chosen for the stage is the largest contingent ever  

• The level of artistry grows year on year with incredible materials ranging from hundreds of 
individually styled metal parts to 17,900 metres of yarn. 

• One in three garments chosen for the show are from international designers across four 
continents, including a record 23 from India. 

• WOW® designers range from dentists to architects, jewelers to sculptors, fashion designers to 
business analysts, students and retirees  

• Designers compete for $100,000 in prizes including the Supreme Award and the highly coveted 
Weta Award selected by Oscar-winning designer Sir Richard Taylor 

 

For more information, releases and imagery from previous shows go to the 
WOW® online media library at www.worldofwearableart.com or contact us 
at media@worldofwearableart.com 
 

  *Montana Wines from New Zealand are avid supporters of creativity, and are the naming 
partner of the WOW® Awards Show. 

 
EDITORIAL NOTE : Please initially refer to the show as the Montana World of WearableArt™ 
Awards Show which can then be shortened to the Montana WOW® Awards Show. Please 
publish the full names for sections and awards i.e.: the Air New Zealand South Pacific Section. 
 

“The Montana WOW® Awards Show makes Lady Gaga look like a librarian and has more 
originality and creativity per minute than any other show I’ve ever seen”. Mark D’Arcy 

WOW’s 2010 International Guest Judge who judged the Wellington International Award and 
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is a world class New Zealander and Creative Arts and Media expert who now lives in New 
York.  


